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2010 Hydro Research Fellowship Application

Important Dates

· All application materials must be received by April 9, 2010.  

· Applicants will be notified of application status by May 15, 2010.  

· Funds will be available to Fellows starting June 15 -September 1, 2010.

About the Fellowships
The Hydro Research Foundation is pleased to solicit applications for the Hydro Research Foundation Fellowship Program.  The Program is funded by a grant from the Department of Energy and is subject to appropriations. These Fellowships are designed to allow outstanding early-career researchers to facilitate research related to hydropower.  Research undertaken by the Foundation and its Fellows seeks to advance knowledge about hydroelectric technology, including efficiency improvements and environmental mitigation.  Through this program the Foundation is promoting educational opportunities and information development related to hydropower.  Innovation, creativity and forward-thinking research are encouraged. 

The Foundation envisions that the selected researchers will eventually assume leadership roles in the hydroelectric field.  Fellows are selected based on research vision, innovation, academic performance, potential for leadership and overall strength of their research proposal.

Hydro Research Foundation Fellows will be awarded two years of support for applied research in fields related to hydropower.  Fellowship applicants must have completed a bachelors degree by the date of the Fellowship award and be a full time Masters or Doctoral Student. There is an expectation that a Fellow will complete his or her Masters Degree within two years or Doctorate Degree within three years. An academic sponsor whose role is to encourage the continual development of the student will monitor each Fellow.  The student’s primary academic advisor for the research will be awarded an annual honorarium of $ 2,000 for aiding in, and supervising, the research.      

The Foundation expects to grant awards by May 15, 2010, for appointments beginning in June-September of 2010.  Fellowship awards include: 

· An annual living stipend of up to $26,000.

· An annual tuition allowance of up to $16,000.

· An annual allowance of up to $900 to be used toward university-provided health insurance.

· Travel costs to attend the annual Hydro Fellows Roundtable.
Eligibility and Award Terms

· Eligible applicant must have completed at a minimum a bachelor’s degree by the start date of the fellowship.  

· Applicant must be a U.S. citizen.  

· Applicant must be a full time student at a U.S. university in order to receive funding.

· Applicant must be a full-time student who expects to complete his or her Masters degree within two years or Doctorate degree within three years.

· Applicant’s research proposal must be related to hydropower.  
· Each Fellow will be required to participate at the annual Hydro Fellows Roundtable over the next three years.  

The first Roundtable will be held in Charlotte, North Carolina, July 25-30, 2010.  The Hydro Research Foundation will cover travel expenses to attend and participate in the Roundtable. 

Additionally, Fellows will be required to commit the research time to the program as outlined in the proposal, and provide quarterly updates on research progress and satisfactory academic performance.  The quarterly reports will be verified and signed by the Fellow’s research advisor.  During the course of the fellowship program, the Fellow must demonstrate progress toward degree completion and remain in good standing with their University. The Foundation expects that research will be complete and published to the Foundation in two years for a Masters student and in three years for a Doctoral student.   

2010 Hydro Research Foundation Fellowship Application Form
Application Instructions: 

A complete application consists of: 

1. Application Form

2. Proposal for Research

3. Release Form

4. Copy of Transcript(s)

5. Copy of GRE scores

6. Resume


7. Supporting Documents

8. Two references (at least one academic) 

9. Letter of Support from University Department on University letterhead

Applications should be reviewed by Research Advisor prior to submittal.  Applications must be received by April 9th, 2010.  All application information needs to be submitted in English.  Applications will only be accepted electronically and need to be submitted to secureapp@hydrofoundation.org.  References need to be sent electronically from the reference’s professional email account and can also be submitted to secureapp@hydrofoundation.org.  

	Applicant Name (First, Middle Last):
	                  

	Email: 
	

	Permanent Address: 
	

	
	Street Name, Apt. Number or PO Box

	
	
	

	City
	State
	Zip Code

	Contact Phone Number
	(       ) 


	US Citizen: 
	Yes   (     No  (

	Full time Masters or Doctoral student?  If no is answered, please see below. 
	Yes   (    No  (

	Anticipated Start Date:
	


Education:

	Degree Earned
	Major
	Institution
	Date

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Academic Awards/Honors/Accomplishments: 
Please list any awards, recognition received, patents, leadership roles or honors.

	


Extracurricular Activities:

List any relevant current community service or organizations and technical societies with which you work and/or volunteer, especially those related to the hydro power industry. 

	


Relevant Employment Information:

	From
	To
	Employer
	Position Title
	Nature of Work Performed

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Please identify the two references you have requested to supply information to the Hydro Research Foundation on your behalf: 

	1.
	
	2.
	


Please identify from whom you have requested the letter of University support.

	Name:
	
	University:
	


Please identify the academic advisor for your proposed research:

	Name: 
	

	Department:
	
	Title: 
	

	Telephone:
	
	Email:
	

	College or University: 
	


Proposal For Research

Your research proposal should not exceed two single-spaced pages.  The proposal should be clear to an interdisciplinary selection committee.  The proposal should include the following elements: 

· Proposed research and vision of the research scope;

· Why the research is relevant to hydropower;

· Methods or approaches to be used;

· A specific work plan with milestones and dates of completion; and

· Why the research and University are a good match for the proposed research.

Transcript: 

Please scan and attach copies of your transcripts to your application.  If you are selected, an official paper copy will be required.

GRE Scores:

Please scan and attach a copy of the official results from your Graduate Record Exam.

Resume: 

Please attach a resume to your application.

Supporting Documents: 

Please attach supporting documents including any of the following: Masters Thesis Abstract, Publication Cover Pages, or Projects.

Letter of Support:
A letter of support is required from the university department in which the research will be performed.  The letter of support should be submitted to the Foundation on the university letterhead with the following information:  Name of applicant, statement of support for proposed research, and contact information for the department.  Letters can be submitted to secureapp@hydrofoundation.org. 
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Release Form

I certify that the information submitted by me is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. I also certify that the thoughts in the proposal are my original thoughts or properly attributed to their source under penalty of law.  I understand that any falsification of information will result in disqualification from the fellowship program, and re-imbursement to The Hydro Research Foundation of any funds provided during the course of the program.

I understand that the information I am submitting will be shared with and reviewed by members of a selection committee, and if I am selected, my name and information about my research may be published by the Hydro Research Foundation.  

( Yes, I have read the above statements and confirm that the information submitted is accurate and true to the best of my knowledge. 

Additionally, I agree to the following terms upon acceptance into the Hydro Research Foundation Fellowship Program: 

1. I agree to provide quarterly reports to the Hydro Research Foundation that will document progress and satisfactory performance, and share interim findings.  These reports will be reviewed and signed by my advisor.  I understand that my findings will be made public and published on the Hydro Research Foundation website as well as shared at the annual Hydro Fellows Roundtables.  

2. I agree to attend the three annual Hydro Fellows Roundtable Conferences.

3. I also consent to sharing any patents developed through my research with the Hydro Research Foundation and that this information will be subject to the Department of Energy’s regulations regarding this work. 

4. I hereby release the Foundation to contact the University and/or departments to confirm the information provided in this application.  

( Yes, I have read the above statements and agree to the terms.

Date Certified: _______________

Signature of Applicant: ________________________________________

Printed Name: _________________________________________ 
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Hydro Research Foundation Fellowship Program 

Reference Form

Reference Forms must be submitted by April 9, 2010, in order for the applicant to be considered for the Hydro Research Foundation’s Fellowship Program. 

Reference Forms must be submitted from your professional email account to secureapp@hydrofoundation.org with the Applicant’s name in the subject line. 

	Applicant Name:
	
	
	

	
	First
	Middle
	Last


How long and in what association have you known the applicant?  

	Please limit response to 100 words.


When evaluating the applicant relative to 100 other comparable students how would you rate the applicant in the following areas? 

	
	Below Average
	Average
	Good
	Above Average
	Exceptional
	No Basis for Judgment

	Motivation and persistence
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Growth during period observed
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Imagination and originality of thought
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Emotional stability and maturity
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ability to work with others
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Independence and self-reliance
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Leadership potential
	
	
	
	
	
	


When evaluating the applicant relative to 100 other comparable students how would you rate the applicant in the following areas of his or her area of study? 

	
	Below

Average
	Average
	Good
	Very Good
	Exceptional
	No Basis for Judgment

	Mastery of fundamental knowledge in field
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Skill/originality of research project design
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Laboratory skill and technique
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Productivity in research
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ability to complete tasks/projects
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ability to communicate (written)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ability to communicate (orally) 
	
	
	
	
	
	


Comments:  

Please provide any additional information that will help provide a clear picture of the applicant’s talents, abilities, and qualifications.

	Please limit response to 1,000 words.


	Name: 
	
	Date:
	

	Department:
	
	Title: 
	

	Telephone:
	
	Email:
	

	Institution or Organization:
	


Any questions regarding this form may be directed to info@hydrofoundation.org.
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